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Guimarães' District C:
A Model of Sustainable
Urban Development

Background
Guimarães' District C is a pioneering urban
development initiative aimed at achieving a zero-
carbon district through integrated sustainability
efforts, citizen engagement, and cultural
preservation. Launched as part of the
NetZeroCities Pilot Cities Programme, District C
serves as a testbed for implementing and
refining strategies to decarbonise urban areas.
The project builds upon Guimarães' rich history
and previous sustainability efforts, including its
designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site
and its recognition as the European Capital of
Culture. District C encompasses a diverse urban
area that includes historical sites, residential
neighbourhoods, commercial zones, and public
spaces, making it an ideal setting for
comprehensive urban transformation.
Key objectives of the initiative include reducing
emissions from buildings, promoting clean
mobility, enhancing waste management through
circular economy practices, and fostering land-
use strategies that increase green spaces. A
central component of District C is the emphasis
on citizen participation, with the establishment of
a Citizens' Pact for Carbon Neutrality and co-
creation strategies that involve various
stakeholders, including universities, cultural
associations, businesses, and residents.

Key Activities

Implementation of energy efficiency
measures in buildings and infrastructure.
Promotion of clean mobility options, including
sustainable daily transport plans and active
mobility initiatives.
Development of circular economy practices,
such as business symbiosis marketplaces
and repair centres.
Engagement of citizens through co-creation
sessions, educational programmes, and
participatory platforms.
Establishment of green spaces and urban
community gardens to enhance land use and
biodiversity.
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The project addresses several challenges
common to urban environments, such as high
electricity consumption in buildings, lack of
awareness and financial means amongst citizens
to improve energy efficiency, regulatory hurdles
in multi-family housing, and cultural barriers to
adopting circular economy practices. By tackling
these issues through a combination of
technological innovation, social engagement, and
policy development, District C aims to create a
replicable model for sustainable urban living.
District C's approach aligns with the broader
goals of the EU Mission for 100 climate-neutral
and smart cities by 2030, positioning Guimarães
as a leader in sustainable urban development
and offering valuable insights for other cities
aiming to achieve similar objectives.
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Partners
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Reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from
buildings, transportation, and waste
management.
Increased citizen awareness and participation in
sustainability initiatives.
Improved energy efficiency in residential and
public buildings.
Enhanced urban biodiversity and green
infrastructure.
Recognition as a model for sustainable urban
development within the NetZeroCities
framework. 
Alignment with New European Bauhaus
Principles: integration of sustainability,
aesthetics, and inclusivity in urban development.
Use of urban art in public spaces.

Impact

Challenges & Solutions

Challenge: High energy consumption in
buildings and lack of citizen awareness.
Solution: Implementation of energy efficiency
measures and educational programmes.
Challenge: Regulatory barriers in multi-family
housing.
Solution: Development of guidance packages
and policy recommendations.
Challenge: Cultural resistance to circular
economy practices.
Solution: Community engagement and
demonstration projects to showcase benefits.

Foster strong political leadership and cross-
sector collaboration.
Engage citizens early and continuously
through participatory processes.
Integrate sustainability goals into existing
cultural and historical contexts.
Utilise pilot projects to test and refine
strategies before scaling up.
Leverage funding opportunities and
partnerships to support long-term initiatives.

Tips for Similar Projects

Potential challenges in maintaining long-term
citizen engagement.
Need for continuous funding and resources
to sustain initiatives.
Complexity of coordinating multiple
stakeholders and sectors.

Identified Limitations/Weaknesses

EURO CITIES Article.
NET ZERO CITIES Article 1 (pilot city
activities).
NET ZERO CITIES Article 2.

Resources

https://eurocities.eu/latest/guimaraes-district-c-a-model-of-sustainable-urban-development-and-cultural-heritage-preservation/
https://netzerocities.eu/guimaraes-pilot-city-activity-district-c-a-zero-carbon-commitment/
https://netzerocities.eu/2024/11/06/guimaraes-from-cradle-of-a-nation-to-cradle-of-innovation/

