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Accessibility Guide
for Municipalities

Background

The “Accessibility Guide for Municipalities”
was developed in Spain to address the
persistent challenges of physical accessibility
in urban public spaces. As cities grow and
evolve, ensuring that all citizens - regardless
of physical ability - can navigate and enjoy
public environments has become a critical
priority. This guide was created to support
local governments in designing and
maintaining inclusive urban spaces that meet
the needs of persons with disabilities, the
elderly, and other groups with reduced
mobility.
The initiative was led by the Spanish
Committee of Representatives of Persons
with Disabilities (CERMI) and supported by
various public institutions and urban planning
experts. It aligns with national and EU
accessibility regulations and promotes the
concept of universal design. The guide
provides municipalities with practical tools,
legal frameworks, and examples of good
practices for implementing accessibility
improvements in parks, plazas, green areas,
and other public spaces. 

Key Activities

Development of a comprehensive guide
outlining accessibility standards and legal
obligations.
Compilation of case studies and best
practices from across Spain.
Dissemination of the guide to
municipalities through workshops and
training sessions.
Promotion of inclusive design principles in
urban planning processes.

Increased awareness and capacity among
municipal staff to implement accessibility
measures.
Improved physical accessibility in
numerous public spaces across Spain.
Strengthened compliance with national
and EU accessibility laws.
Enhanced quality of life for persons with
disabilities and other vulnerable groups.

Impact
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Challenges & Solutions

Challenge: Lack of technical knowledge
among local authorities. 
Solution: Provided training and technical
assistance alongside the guide.
Challenge: Budget constraints for retrofitting
existing infrastructure. 
Solution: Encouraged phased implementation
and integration into broader urban renewal
projects.



As to how others can adapt and implement this
approach in different settings:

Collaborate with disability advocacy groups
to ensure the guide reflects real user
needs.

Use visual examples and checklists to
make the guide practical and user-friendly.

Promote the guide through regional
networks and associations of
municipalities.

Integrate accessibility into all stages of
urban planning, not just as an afterthought.
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Tips for Similar Projects

Accessibility Guide for Municipalities
– Discapnet

Resources

Implementation relies heavily on political
will and available funding. In this context,
some municipalities may lack the necessary
resources or expertise to fully apply the
guide without external support.

Partners

Identified Limitations/Weaknesses

Accessibility Guide for
Municipalities
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https://www.discapnet.es/accesibilidad/accesibilidad-fisica/espacios-publicos-urbanizados
https://www.discapnet.es/accesibilidad/accesibilidad-fisica/espacios-publicos-urbanizados

